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Greetings to our Neighbors!
Rancho Viejo, in conjunction with the Santa Fe County Sheriff’s Department, is forming a Neighborhood Watch.  The purpose of a Neighborhood Watch is for a certain block of neighbors to band together to help keep our neighborhoods safer.  
As shown on the attached map, areas of Rancho Viejo have been designated with a number.  Each block also has Block Captains.  We would like to introduce ourselves as the Block Captains of Area #____.
Neighborhood Block Watches are very useful in lots of ways.  If you go on vacation and need someone to collect your newspapers, for example, you can ask someone in your Neighborhood Block.  Most importantly, each Block acts as the eyes and ears for each other and the Sheriff’s Department in case of a crime.  If you should see suspicious activity or a burglary in progress, you can call Block members and the Sheriff’s Department (428-3720 or 911).  Quick action by residents can help stop crimes, but NEVER CONFRONT A SUSPICIOUS PERSON YOURSELF.  INSTEAD, CALL LAW ENFORCEMENT AND ALERT YOUR NEIGHBORS.
Things to look for that would constitute suspicious activity include:

· People checking out your house windows or doors when you are not there

· A car parked in your neighborhood that does not belong there

As a neighbor, you could call your Block Captain(s) to report these activities.  Again, if you see a crime being committed, you would act more quickly and call 911.  Again, do not confront the suspicious person(s) yourself.

The Neighborhood Watch Block Captains mainly distribute information to other block families via email or phone and act as a liaison for communication among the other Blocks.  Suspicious activity can be communicated quickly this way.  You can also log on to local.nixle.com/santa-fe-co-sheriffs-dept/ to receive updates on criminal and suspicious activity from the Sheriff’s Office.

If you would like your Block Captain to keep your phone number and email address so you can be notified in case of suspicious activity, please email that information to the addresses above.  The Block Captains must have your permission to give this information to other families on your block and all information will be kept confidential except in an emergency.  If your home is broken into while you’re away, for example, the Sheriff, your neighbors and of course you will be called.  It’s also a good idea to give at least one trusted neighbor your contact information and a spare key.

Attached is some helpful information for you:

· A map of our Block Area #____
· Neighborhood Watch Family Information (to be given to your Block Captains if you wish them to have that information)

· A Suspicious Activity/Crime Report

· A Description of Thief Illustration (to help you identify a thief)

· An Inventory Record of Your Valuables (for your own use in case of a robbery in your home)

· A Neighborhood Watch Pamphlet to help explain just what a Neighborhood Watch does

Together we can keep our neighborhoods safe!  

Thank you!
